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For almost a half a century, Draper Aden Associates has been an integral part of the economic 
development landscape throughout the Mid-Atlantic. Our mission of creating a lasting positive 
impact goes beyond our engineering, surveying, and environmental expertise; it is about 
leaving our mark on the world by forging strong relationships built on trust, stimulating our local 
economies, and helping to create jobs today and for future generations. 

The partnerships that we have built with various economic development agencies and private 
developers provide us with the experience to ensure that we live up to our brand promise 
by helping move local and regional economies forward and creating opportunities for our 
communities. 

Draper Aden Economic Development is ready to assist with a variety of tools and skills including 
a comprehensive knowledge of local conditions, processes, and requirements; working 
relationships with key regulatory agencies and regional service providers; and a “big picture” 
regional focus. Our ties to area municipalities allow us to assess the availability and adequacy 
of public infrastructure including water, sewer, and roads. Draper Aden Economic Development 
moves quickly and efficiently to help ensure the success of land preparation and development. 
Out team has helped with some of the largest economic development projects throughout the 
Commonwealth of Virginia using a variety of design methods such as: Brownfield Remediation, 
Greenfield Site Preparation, Adaptive Reuse, Industrial Park Development, and Virtual Design.

Draper Aden Economic Development - serving as your partner to foster business, revitalize 
communities, and stimulate growth.
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Site Selection Data • Preliminary Design • Prospect Support • Final Design and Construction 
Brownfield Remediation •  Greenfield Site Preparation • Adaptive Reuse • Industrial Park 
Development • Virtual Design • Grant Funding and Administration
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Revitalization, resurgence, renaissance.

Situated along Interstate 81 in Southwestern Virginia, the Town of Pulaski had a long, storied history as a hub for heavy 
manufacturing. As that industry began to wane, the Town was left with abandoned and deteriorating industrial sites. 
Draper Aden Associates was approached by the Town’s Economic Development Board to help assess and remediate 
these sites in order to create an environment which would be attractive to businesses and investors. 

Throughout the process, our team partnered with the Town on a variety of services, including environmental site 
assessments, writing grant proposals, community involvement activities, and the coordination of clean up and 
redevelopment planning. We helped to identify new areas for greenspace, recreational spaces, job training facilities, 
and viable residential, commercial, and mixed-use properties. These efforts laid the foundation for the Town to be a 
much more attractive destination for public and private investment. 

Since the project, the Town has seen over $30 million of new, private investment and is poised for new economic 
development activity in the future.

BROWNFIELDS

Additional Brownfields projects include:

City of Roanoke
City of Bristol

City of Lynchburg
City of Martinsville

City of Clifton Forge
Town of Princeton, NC
Town of Maysville, NC
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Plug in to Your Future. Now.

White Oak Technology Park in Henrico County is one of the larger technology 
and data center parks in Virginia. Boasting numerous assets including multiple 
providers of fiber-optic cable, natural gas utilities, and numerous electricity 
redundancies, large corporations have established their data centers at White Oak 
knowing that their information will be safe. 

When a confidential client approached Henrico County officials about 
possibly establishing a new 400,000 SF data center in the Park, Draper Aden 
Associates was able to act quickly by providing civil engineering design, 
project management, surveying, subsurface utility engineering, geotechnical 
investigations, landscape design, wetland permitting assistance, construction 
stake-out, and construction testing/special inspection services in order to meet 
the demands and timeline of the end-user. 

The overall design made provisions for future development at the site, and 
accommodated an on-site power distribution sub-station.  In addition to the 
onsite development, approximately 2,600 LF of public roadway was designed to 
access the project site, and approximately 7,000 LF of trunk sewer was designed 
to serve the project site in addition to other undeveloped parcels within White 
Oak Technology Park. 

GREENFIELDS

Additional projects include:

Gerdau Ameristeel
Wal-Mart Distribution Centers

Nautica Enterprises Distribution Facility
Auto Glass Manufacturing Facility
Villa Park Confidential Data Center

Northern Virginia Confidential Data Center
Dominion Virginia Power Systems Operation Center

San-J International Operation Center Expansion
New Market Corporation, MeadWestvaco Headquarters



Build it and they will come.

Anticipating the needs of businesses and their need for direct access to major transportation arteries is critical when 
vying for economic development projects.  Along Interstate 77 in Carroll County, the Blue Ridge Crossroads Economic 
Development Authority (BRCEDA) selected Draper Aden Associates to assist with the master Planning, due diligence, 
design, permitting, and construction phase services for a 267-acre industrial park named Wildwood Commerce Park.  
 
The goal for all economic development projects is to be ready so prospects can get onsite faster and generate jobs and 
revenue for the surrounding communities.  Draper Aden Associates assisted BRCEDA-along with its funding partners, 
including VDOT, the Tobacco Commission, and the Appalachian Regional Commission-with the design and permitting 
of the required infrastructure-an access road, water, wastewater, stormwater management, fiber optic systems, and 
other improvements to do just that-be ready for the first occupant into the Park.
 
Wildwood Commerce Park received site certification in record-setting time, thanks to our efforts.   To date over 30 
companies from around the globe have expressed interest in investing in this Park.

Additional projects include:

NRV Commerce Park, Virginia’s First Regional Industrial Facilities Authority
Bland County Commerce Park Development
Virginia Heartlands Regional Business Park

Southpoint Business Park
Southampton Agribusiness Park

Clifton Forge Business Park
King George County Industrial Park Conceptual Plan

INDUSTRIAL PARKS



Explore the possibilities.

The evolving economic development 
landscape requires that localities be prepared 
when an opportunity arises.  In an effort to 
stay ahead of the curve, Campbell County, 
Virginia partnered with Draper Aden 
Associates to create a virtual 60,000 SF 
industrial building within Seneca Commerce 
Park. The simulated plan allows prospective 
tenants to gain a first-hand look at what the 
space could look like before any construction 
begins. 

This plan was developed in accordance 
with the Virginia Economic Development 
Partnership’s (VEDP) Virtual Building Program 
requirements, which established minimum 
standards for infrastructure development, 
environmental clearance and readiness to 
begin building construction in the shortest 
time frame possible.

Simulated plans such as these provide 
localities with a competitive edge when 
end-users are seeking to establish a new 
facility as quickly and efficiently as possible. 
Most importantly, virtual designs minimize 
risk, cost, and time – all important factors 
when managing economic development 
opportunities.

VIRTUAL BUILDING

Virginia Eye Institute

Stone Brewing Company

East End Theatre

Libbie Mill Building

Additional projects include:

Libbie Mill Building
Virginia Eye Institute

Ortho VA MRMC
Stone Brewing Company

Washington and Lee University Bridge
Hardywood Brewery

Prince George Animal Shelter
Collegiate Academic Commons

Collegiate Lower School Cafe
Reynolds Medical Office Building



Restore a sense of community.

Draper Aden Associates provided survey scanning, geotechnical engineering, and structural engineering for 
the renovation and expansion of an existing, condemned, historic movie theater, and re-purposing it to a multi-
family residential building.  Utilizing new technology, DAA was able to create an interactive building information 
model (BIM) for the structure, a key accomplishment since no documentation about the building was available. 
This scanning technology was critical because it showed, among other things, that although the roof was gone, 
the roof framing could still be utilized. This innovative technology and 
subsequent finding saved the developer $100,000 immediately and made 
the renovation more feasible.

Perhaps the most significant challenge was maintaining the existing shell 
of the theater and engineering self-supporting floors to create commercial 
space on the first floor and two levels of apartments on the second and 
third floors. No easy task, the engineering challenges were compounded 
by poor soil conditions and the need to maintain the design integrity of the 
structure. Relying on structural and geotechnical engineers, DAA solved a 
variety of complex challenges with innovative solutions using cutting-edge 
engineering techniques.

The finished project contains approximately 46 residential apartments and 
8,000 SF of retail space split between two sites. The innovative approach 
helped the project to be completed on schedule and under the estimated 
$5 million construction budget.  The East End Theatre project has since won 
the 2016 ACECVA Engineering Excellence Pinnacle Award and received 
national recognition as well.  More importantly, has restored a sense of 
community and wholeness to Richmond’s historic Church Hill.ADAPTIVE RE-USE

Additional projects include:

Rockett’s Landing Power Plant
Rockett’s Landing Cedar Works

The Locks
Reynolds’ North

Shockhoe Valley Lofts
Old Manchester Lofts
The Bindery Building

Seward Luggage
Petersburg Ford

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
Louisa Town Hall

Frontier Culture Museum
Nolde Brothers Bakery

Old YMCA, Staunton, VA
1319 and 1321 Hull Street

VCU Terminal Building



   

Every day each of us has the opportunity to leave our mark on the world. Creating a Lasting Positive Impact 
through engineering, surveying, and environmental expertise is the primary focus of Draper Aden Associates. We 
are more than just a set of plans, we are a way to achieve.

The dream of creating a Lasting Positive Impact began in Blacksburg, Virginia in 1972 when a civil engineer 
and a surveyor collaborated to improve their local surroundings. Since then, our company has expanded to 
Charlottesville, Manassas, Newport News, Richmond, and Virginia Beach, Virginia and Fayetteville and Raleigh, 
North Carolina, with the goal of helping these communities, as well as the entire Mid-Atlantic region, realize a 
sustainable future. 

Draper Aden Associates’ aspirations and capabilities are growing every day.  Whether it involves the creation 
of a water distribution system for an underserved community, restoration and reclamation of an 
environmentally degraded site, preservation of precious natural resources, sensitive development of new 
communities, or helping to enhance the campuses of institutions where the next generations will learn, 
what we do today can be looked back upon with pride tomorrow.

Draper Aden Economic Development - serving as your partner to foster business, revitalize communities, and 
stimulate growth.

Engineering Surveying Environmental Services

Draper Aden
Associates

Deborah Flippo       540.529.7748
Economic Development Program Manager dflippo@daa.com

Virginia Business Ready Site Characterization Studies

White Oak Technology Park (Henrico Co)
King Property (Orange Co)

Innovation Village (Rockingham Co)
Gilmer Tract East (Spotsylvania Co)

Leatherwood (Town of Bluefield)
Progress Park (Wythe County Joint IDA)

Appomattox Center for Business and Commerce (Appomattox)



www.daa.com
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